


When �e ϐi��� lea�ned ab��� ��en ad���i�nǡ �e kne� i� �a� �he �igh� ch�ice f�� ��Ǥ  The c�nnec�i�n 
be��een ��� and ���� bab� i� �ac�edǡ and �e �ec�gni�e �ha�Ǥ  A� �e e��lain �� ��� ʹ Φ �ea� �ld 
da�gh�e�ǡ e�e�� famil� l��k� diffe�en�ǡ and ha�ing a famil� �ia ��en ad���i�n i� n��mal f�� �� n��Ǥ  If 
��� �elec� ��ǡ ��� ����ie� c�me ��ge�he� and ����� bec�me� a �a�� �f �h� �e a�eǤ  All �he diffe�en� 
����� and b�anche� �f ��� famil� ��ee �ill c�n��ib��e �� �he l��e ���� bab� feel�ǡ �� �he c�nϐidence in 
�hei� iden�i�� and he�i�ageǡ and �� �he ��ide �he� feel in �hem�el�e�Ǥ  Rai�ing ����ngǡ ����d child�en i� 
�he m��� im����an� j�b �f ��� li�e�ǡ and h�n��ing ��� i� a �a�� �f �ha�Ǥ 

We me� �n a �ain� da� in Ma�ch ʹͲͲͶǡ a��ending ��ien�a�i�n f�� g�ad�a�e �ch��l a� �he Uni�e��i�� �f 
MichiganǤ  O�� ʹͲ� �e�e ��en� in ��a�eling a���nd �he ���ldǡ lea�ning f��eign lang�age� and d�ing 
hi����ical �e�ea�chǤ  A� �he endǡ �e had fallen in l��e �i�h each ��he�ǡ and �i�h Ann A�b��Ǥ  We g�� 
ma��ied and decided �� ��a� he�e af�e� ϐini�hing �ch��lǤ  We b��gh� ��� h���e in ʹͲͳʹ and b���gh� 
��� da�gh�e� h�me in ʹͲͳ͹Ǥ  In ʹͲͳͻ S�e�hen̵� �a�en�� decided �� m��e �� Ann A�b��Ǥ  The� �ill be 
he�e f�ll-�ime e�ce�� f�� �in�e��Ǥ  We d�n̵� ha�e �he c�ld b�� h�ne��l�ǡ �e can̵� j�dge �hei� ch�ice�Ǩ   

sincerely  



“ 

La��a g�e� �� in B����nǡ MAǡ and li�ed in 
Maine and Ne� Y��k Ci�� bef��e m��ing �� 
MichiganǤ  She g�e� �� �i�h �ne �i��e�ǡ �h� 
n�� ha� ��� child�en �f he� ��nǤ  A� a kidǡ 
La��a �a� a b��k���mǡ �la�ed cla�ine� and 
�ang in ch�i��ǡ and l��ked f���a�d ��       
��mme� cam� e�e�� �ea�Ǥ  She c�mmi��ed �� 
bec�ming a ��a�-a�-h�me m�m �i�h �he     
a��i�al �f Cla�aǡ and l��e� i�Ǥ  Wa�ching Cla�a 
lea�n and g��� e�e�� da� i� m��e f�n �han 
�he c��ld ha�e imaginedǤ  In he� f�ee �imeǡ 
La��a a��end� a b��k cl�bǡ l��e� c��king 
A�ian f��dǡ baking �ie�ǡ and �a�che� ��� 
m�ch Ne�ϐli�Ǥ 

S�e�hen g�e� �� in Ba��n R��geǡ LAǡ �hich ha�      
in��i�ed a l��e �f c��king Caj�n f��d and ba�bec�e 
�ince he n�� li�e� ͳͳͲͲ mile� a�a�Ǥ  He and hi� 
b���he� a�e ͳ͵ m�n�h� a�a�� in ageǡ and ��en� �hei� 
childh��d� a� �la�ma�e� in �ide� game�ǡ ������ǡ and 
Leg��Ǥ  Hi� b���he� n�� li�e� in Tam�aǡ FL �i�h a ��nǡ 
and hi� �lde� �i��e� li�e� �i�h he� ��� b��� in De� 
M�ine�ǡ IAǤ  The�e i� a famil� �e�ni�n e�e�� �ea�ǡ 
�hich e�e���ne l��k� f���a�d ��Ǥ  He ��end� hi� 
�eek� ���king a� a �afe�� c�n��l�an�ǡ hel�ing �� 
��i�e �a�ning� and in����c�i�n� �� ��e�en� �e��le 
f��m ge��ing inj��edǤ  Hi� �eekend� a�e ��en�      
�eading �cience ϐic�i�nǡ �m�king �� g�illing mea� f�� 
big famil� dinne��ǡ and �eaching Cla�a �� ��imǤ   

” 



Further inquiry  contact 
Hands Across the Water 
 
hatw.org 
info@hatw.org 
734-477-0135 
781 Avis Dr. Suite 200 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

O�� da�gh�e� Cla�a i� �he ligh� �f ��� li�e�Ǥ  He� j�� f�� life i� �n f�ll di��la� e�e�� da�Ǥ  She l��e� �� ��nǡ kick 
ball�ǡ d� g�mna��ic�ǡ and ��imǤ  She i� al�� ha��� �� �eadǡ �ing al�ng �� m��icǡ and �la� D�c McS��fϐin� �i�h he� 
d�ll�Ǥ  We ������nd he� �i�h mi����� and ��le m�del� �ha� emb�ace he� c�l���eǤ  La��a ha� f��nd men���� f�� 
d�ing Cla�a̵� hai� and ca�ing f�� he� �kinǤ  We �alk �� Cla�a ab��� he� ad���i�nǡ celeb�a�e he� �lace in ��� famil�ǡ 
�hile h�n��ing he� Fi��� M��he� and �ibling�Ǥ  She can’� �ai� �� be a big �i��e�Ǩ 

We li�e �n a �mallǡ ��ie� ���ee� in Ann A�b�� �i�h an e�ce��i�nall� cl��e g���� �f neighb���Ǥ  We ha�e bl�ck  
�a��ie� a fe� �ime� a �ea� and all �he kid� �la� ��ge�he� in �he ���ee�Ǥ  A� a ��a�-a�-h�me m�mǡ La��a ha� had �he 
�������ni�� �� b�ild a la�geǡ di�e��e ci�cle �f m�m f�iend� and ��gani�e� �la�da�e� and �la�g����� f�� Cla�a 
�eg�la�l�Ǥ  On an� gi�en da�ǡ ��� �ill ϐind Cla�a �i�h f�iend� a� �he lib�a��ǡ a� �he ���l �� �la�g���ndǡ in m��ic 
and dance cla��e�ǡ �� a� �he A��� Cen�e� in Y��ilan�iǤ  We feel �� f����na�e �� be �ai�ing child�en in �hi�            
c�mm�ni�� �i�h all i� ha� �� �ffe�Ǥ   


